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INFO OCT-01 EA-12 10-14 ISO-OO INSE-00 VO-03 AID-05 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 
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097215 210616Z/14 

O 210500Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9457 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG IMMEDIATE 
CINCPAC 

UNCLAS SINGAPORE 0327 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUB J : REFUGEES ABOARD JOHN PAUL GETTY 
REF: A) STATE 014934, B ) GENEVA 00878 

1 . CONOFF AND MICHAEL HARPOLD, ASSISTANT TO 

INS COMMISSIONER, BOARDED LIBERIAN TANKER J. PAUL GETTY 
ON JANUARY 20 TO INTERVIEW GROUP OF 27 REFUGEES RESCUED IN SOUTH 
CHINA SEA. REFUGEES HAD BEEN PACKED INTO 30-FOOT FISHING BOAT 
WHICH WAS TAKING ON WATER AT TIME OF RESCUE. HARPOLD USED HIS 
AUTHORITY TO GRANT PAROLE TO THESE REFUGEES AFTER DETERMINING 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 SINGAP 00327 210610Z 

THAT THEY WERE ADMISSIBLE TO THE 
UNITED STATES. 

2. AMBASSADOR THEN WROTE TO THE HOME AFFAIRS 
MINISTER REQUESTING THAT THE REFUGEES BE ALLOWED TO 
LAND IN SINGAPORE. GOS INSISTED JAN. 21 THAT WE ENSURE THE 
RESETTLEMENT OF THE REFUGEES OUT OF SINGAPORE WITHIN THREE 
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MONTHS BEFORE GIVING ITS PERMISSION FOR THE REFUGEES TO 
LAND. THIS ASSURANCE WAS GIVEN BECAUSE WE BELIEVED WE HAD NO 
ALTERNATIVE. REFUGEES ARE NOW SCHEDULED TO COME ASHORE THIS AFTER- 
NOON (JANUARY 21). 

3. HEAD OF ONE FAMILY OF FIVE WORKED FOR USG IN VIETNAM. NONE 

OF THE REFUGEES HAS ANY APPARENT CLOSE FAMILY TIES IN THE UNITED 
STATES OR ANY OTHER RECIPIENT COUNTRY. 

4. WE WILL WORK WITH UNHCR TO SEE WHETHER ANY OTHER 
COUNTRY WOULD BE WILLING TO ACCEPT ANY OF GETTY REFUGEES. 

HOWEVER, WE SHOULD ANTICIPATE TAKING MOST. 

IF NOT ALL, OF THEM. IN THIS REGARD, IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO 
OBTAIN SPONSORSHIP OFFERS FOR THIS GROUP AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
TO MEET THE THREE MONTH 
DEADLINE. 

5. IN REGARD TO REF B UNHCR WILL OF COURSE BE PROVIDING 
BILLETING AND PAYING REFUGEES' LIVING EXPENSES. SHOULD BE NOTED, 
HOWEVER, THAT REFUGEES ARE BEING LANDED IN SINGAPORE AS RESULT 
USG RATHER THAN UNHCR INITIATIVE. 

HOLDRIDGE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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